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Î����� ����S���� &�)I�,���$6�-���"�0��S�� �]&���!�I���
"
0�!����*�!����I]S���3��
�#0&���� !����\0I�� &������� 
���� �S0�"
0� �!���I��!)��� �������� 
���� ���20��
$%&�!�\!��&!3��"!�
�����S����\�!� �����
�2�!���0S��
�!�
!	�����2���T����%��� &��
�#�!��
���!���	��
�R����20���� ��#0I������%��3�"�������"!�
��,��-�=<�:::�'������
��,�
&!3����	]!�������!��	3���"�0��S��,�&!3���,�
��!��	3��0&!����!���I��!3�������
�����	�
�,0�� &�� 2�2� I]S�� 
������ ���&��� ��� ��,�
&!)��� �	]!���=�� $������I�
!���S����!�� 	��
)��� ����"��
0� &�����
��� &�� ��I
0�"I�� S�� ����� 2�� I�S
)�
�K��
���
R�����!�������
�����S0�"
0������]��0&!�
3��������	�
�,0�����
����T�����2�&
R�
����%��3�"��	��&�"�
0��#0&��\
0!%�&�"�]��'����&IR	
����,������<-;��!��	3��%�IR���
�3���I���I�
���"
���������#02
�������.�����3\��,����8�&IR	
���/��

�� B�&���
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INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP, ECTS Credits/ECTS Label

Masaryk University, Brno, 15. November 2007
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95.4%
1 semester (=30 points)
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Annual Grant

Expenditures Meetings

AU Covered Meetings

K.ECU/Y

500 ECU (semester budget)

1000 ECU (annual budget)

1 person at 1 meeting 
~ECU 1000 total budget
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ECTS Credits/Labels Workshop, 15.11.2007 © J.Sochor, FI MU Brno

ECTS Label at MU
(Are we ready?)

Ji�í Sochor
Faculty of Informatics

Masaryk University
Brno, Czech Republic
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ECTS Credits/Labels Workshop, 15.11.2007 © J.Sochor, FI MU Brno

ECTS Key Features

� ECTS Credits
� Student workload
� Learning outcomes and competences
� The ECTS grading scale
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ECTS Credits/Labels Workshop, 15.11.2007 © J.Sochor, FI MU Brno

ECTS Key Documents
� Information Package/Course Catalogue

– Source: Information System for the whole university
– Course Catalogues – individual el.& printed books on 

different level of detail, accessible at faculties’ WEB 
pages

� Student Application Form
– O.K.

� Learning Agreement
– O.K.

� Transcript of Records
– O.K.

� Proof of Recognition
– O.K.
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ECTS Credits/Labels Workshop, 15.11.2007 © J.Sochor, FI MU Brno

Description of individual course (IS)

Course title
Course code
Type of course
Level of course
Year of study
Semester/trimester
Number of credits 
Name of lecturer
Objectives of the course
Prerequisites
Course contents
Recommended reading
Language of instruction

Teaching methods
Assessment methods

highly variable  information,
off the IS (teachers’ WEB pages)

O.K. in content, 
not in bilingual version
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ECTS Credits/Labels Workshop, 15.11.2007 © J.Sochor, FI MU Brno

Description of individual course (PC)
Course title
Course code
Type of course
Level of course
Year of study
Semester/trimester
Number of credits 

Name of lecturer
Objectives of the course
Prerequisites
Course contents
Recommended reading
Language of instruction
Teaching methods
Assessment methods

highly variable,
both in content and format

O.K.

printed catalogue
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ECTS Credits/Labels Workshop, 15.11.2007 © J.Sochor, FI MU Brno

Allocation of Credits

�“Correct way”: estimate students workload 
per packages and allocate credits summing 
up to 60 per year

�“Wrong way”:
– credits linked to contact hours
– credits linked to status or prestige
– ...
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ECTS Credits/Labels Workshop, 15.11.2007 © J.Sochor, FI MU Brno

Allocation of Credits - “Correct way”

Method 1: Percent Approach (Top-Down)
Central authority defines percentages of 

student time required for developing skills
(TD), experts verify and evaluate (BU) 

Pros: It is goal oriented …
Cons: … but may be far from reality
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ECTS Credits/Labels Workshop, 15.11.2007 © J.Sochor, FI MU Brno

Allocation of Credits - “Correct way”

Method 2: Determined or Modular Approach
(Bottom-Up)

Pros: (Flexibility) We use what is available, 
arrange it into modules, modularity lowers 
the #DOF

Cons: … but flexibility might be confused 
with easy way how to implement formal 
framework.
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ECTS Credits/Labels Workshop, 15.11.2007 © J.Sochor, FI MU Brno

Allocation of Credits - “Wrong way”

� credits linked to contact hours

Pros:
– though not recommended it may be a good 

starting point

Cons:
– initial credit value must be reconsidered
– approach not applicable generaly
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ECTS Credits/Labels Workshop, 15.11.2007 © J.Sochor, FI MU Brno

Allocation of Credits - “Wrong way”

� credits linked to status or prestige
– obviously the most annoying and “dangerous”

approach
– neverending battle and politic issues

Pros:
– consequently, we may find the courses that 

really deserve more credits

Cons:
– we may create new and powerfull enemies
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ECTS Credits/Labels Workshop, 15.11.2007 © J.Sochor, FI MU Brno

ECTS Grading Scale

� it does not replace the local grade
� grading scale is relative
� it reflects % of successful students 

normally achieving the grade
�10% (A-grade), 25% (B-grade), 30% (C-

grade), 25% (D-grade) and 10% (E-
grade)
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ECTS Credits/Labels Workshop, 15.11.2007 © J.Sochor, FI MU Brno

ECTS Grading Scale
� grading scale is relative and different from 

traditional assesment system
� is “absolute” in terms of telling how a 

particular student performed relative to the 
remaining students

Pros: it compares the larger groups of students 
with the same short term conditions

Cons: it does not fairly compare students with 
different background (national & social & 
educational system)
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ECTS Credits/Labels Workshop, 15.11.2007 © J.Sochor, FI MU Brno

ECTS Grading Scale

� MU ?
– ECTS grading is formally established and 

declared legaly
– however, it is not unified with respect to the 

different forms of teaching and final assesments
(exercise, classified excersice, colloquium, 
exam)

– faculties use rather ad hoc approaches to set 
ECTS values and gradings for lectures

– first steps already done …
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ECTS Credits/Labels Workshop, 15.11.2007 © J.Sochor, FI MU Brno

Can we apply for ECTS label ?

Of course, however …
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ECTS LABEL PROJECT
Faculty of Law

Masaryk University
Brno

Role of the International Relations 
Department in the Application of 

ECTS Credits at the Faculty of Law 

Written by: V�ra Redrupová, B.A. Brno, October 2007
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ECTS Roles of the International Relations  
Department

• Assisting in establishing bilateral agreements, 
including Erasmus agreements

• Assisting in students’ placements abroad 
• Verifying the students’ stays abroad
• Verifying the foreign students’ stays
• Assisting in the preparation and distribution of 

ECTS related documents – information booklets, 
information sheets etc.
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Assisting in Establishing Bilateral 
Agreements

• Providing a contact point for Law 
Faculties/Universities abroad wishing to sign 
bilateral agreements with MU Faculty of Law 

• Facilitating initial meetings, correspondence and 
drafting agreements.

• Assisting in overseeing the progress and 
development of the agreements 
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Assisting in Students’ Placements Abroad

• Promoting and informing students on placement 
opportunities

• Organising and administrating the student 
selection process for placements abroad

• Providing information on students’ previous 
experiences with foreign placements or other 
information regarding the foreign partner 
universities 

• Supporting students during their foreign 
placements
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Verifying the Students’ Stays Abroad

• Assisting students in completing the necessary 
documents for their study abroad, incl. the 
‘Learning Agreement’

• Stamping the ‘Individual Study Plan’ form 
(required by the FLaw Study Office) with a 
confirmation note stating that the student was 
selected for the placement abroad in the given 
period 

• Stamping the ‘Application for the Recognition of 
Courses Studied Abroad’ form (required by the 
FLaw Study Office) on the student’s return
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Verifying the Foreign Students’ Stays

• Verification of foreign students’ academic 
records for studies at the Law Faculty – upon 
request from the partner institutions
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Challenges in Fulfilling the ECTS Role (1)

• No automatic recognition of full ECTS credit 
values for stays abroad – a student is awarded a 
maximum of 15 credits for his/her stay abroad 
usually in the form of  ‘compulsory non-core’
course credits. In the case of awarding credits 
for ‘core’ courses studied abroad a student 
needs to petition for the recognition of the credits 
to the guarantor of a comparable course taught 
at the faculty. The decision of the guarantor is 
usually based on the content of the course and 
the assessment form and criteria.
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Challenges in Fulfilling the ECTS Role (2)

• Awarding ECTS credits to foreign students who 
with no law background are allowed to register 
Law courses e.g. courses without prerequisites

• Recognition of credits from universities not using 
the ECTS system
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Conclusion

• The International Relations Department at the 
Faculty of Law plays an important role in the 
application of ECTS credits and follows well-
established procedures in this area. However, 
the Department’s role would be undermined 
without the overall ECTS strategy followed by 
the faculty with the aim to encourage students to 
spend a period of their study abroad, to broaden 
their experience and add depth to their chosen 
study field. 

�
�

�


